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  Office of the Chairman

A statement regarding the meeting between Kobler and the Libyan Jews.

To our Libyan people
To the legislative authority – the House of Representatives (HoR)  
To the High Council
To the Presidential Council of the Government of National accord (GNA)
To the Head of the UN Support Mission in Libya, Martin Kobler
[bookmark: _GoBack]To Civil Society Organizations and institutions in Libya, to Journalists and Libyan Intellects 


We greet you with a warm and honest Libyan greeting filled with peace, love, and hopes for stability and security.

We are representatives of one of the Libyan Jewish communities speaking to you straight from the diaspora which we have grown accustomed to. We have been in direct and continuous contact with Libya, with our nationalistic efforts striving to see Libya once more, our motherland no matter how much time passes by, a secure stable and productive country.  

We followed the recent news released on Mr. David Gerbi’s Facebook page, and also on Libyan Jews and their return home, the video of  Mr. Gerbi shaking hands with Mr. Kobler, Mr. Gerbi had a few notes and suggestions in relation to the subject he is working on. 

Although Mr. Gerbi is in contact with a very respected faction, we assure everyone as representatives of Jewish Libyan Organizations that we are not in talks of returning to Libya, more importantly we are devoting all our efforts to ensure Libya’s stability, we are willing to help find a solution to the current crisis, and especially give support and advice as how to overcome the terrorist threat. We are also able to assist in the Infrastructure and Liquidity situations as well as enhancing the dialogue platform.   

We maintain that our communication with Libya and its different institutions is to be through a Libyan-Libyan dialogue, with all our respect to the UN’s efforts and its delegates, alongside the EU and the US. We refuse any means of communication unless it involves Libyan intermediaries approved by all groups, intermediaries who appreciate our situation and understand our noble objectives, and are more aware of the country’s situation than Kobler or the International organizations. 

We previously dealt with the National Transitional Council (NTC) through Libyan intermediaries during the revolution, which we were involved in and supported just as much as the rest of Libya. 

We reaffirm the importance of a Libyan-Libyan dialogue, trusting that Libya’s issues can only be resolved through Libyans who have experienced its complications firsthand. We are capable of applying pressure on the international community, for we are an important voice in the world through our organizations in the UK and in Italy, where exist a legal Committee that acts in the frame of the Italian Jewish Community there. We have the ability to discuss and find a practical solution for the ongoing crisis. 

Let it be known that our organizations in the UK and Italy represent the majority; we are not represented by a single person representing only his interests, similarly to the situation with Kobler, which is why we are issuing this statement. 

Once again, we are not discussing our return to Libya due to the sensitivity of the topic at the moment; our main focus is Libya’s stability, even if our own issues and tribulations as a displaced faction are overlooked.  

Long lives a free united Libya

And peace to those who lost their lives in this crisis  

Raphael Luzon,
President of the Union of Jews of Libya - UK

                            													
Website: www.rluzon.net    Email: raphael@rluzon.eu
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