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Initially, thank you for accepting to give this briefing to clarify some of 

the issues that has stirred up controversy among Libyans on the status of 
the Libyan Jewish community. 

 

 In the beginning what is your position on the glorious revolution 
of February 17? 

I was very happy. After 42 years of dictatorship finally we start 
smelling the freedom and the Democracy. I tried to help from abroad 
collecting and sending money and medicines to Benghazi and 
Misrata. After that I become a bit upset for the mess still going on, 
especially about security and the huge amount of weapons that still 
around. 

 

 What are your demands from the new Libyan state? 

To fulfil the hopes of the People, to create a real free Country, 
Democratic open to all Libyans a part of their Religion or origins. To 
start to develop the Country and settle down very fast all the 
problems in a way that Libya can be part of the modern countries of 
the third millennium. 

 

 Tell us about your old memories in Libya before the migration? 
Whether there was a coexistence and harmony between Jews and 
Arabs in Libya? 

I had a happy adolescence in Benghazi; we had a good relationship 
with the other Libyans, neighbours and with the Authorities. I grew 
up in a School, La Salle, where Muslims, Christians and Jews learned 
together and we never felt difference between us. We use to visit 



each other, going to weddings, to greet in the religious feasts. I have 
quite a nice memory from Benghazi. 

 

 Are you satisfied with your situation and how the Libyan state 
deals with you? 

Absolutely not. Despite the fact that I am always declaring that I feel 
Libyan and that Libya is my Country, still people not believe me and 
they always shared Jews to Israel, to Zionists. In many Countries of 
the world there are Jews that are normal citizens. Religion is between 
the man and his God. Nationality is an other thing.  

 

 We heard about the formation of a political party by you; tell us 
about it and its goals? Is there any Muslims from inside or outside 
of Libya on this party? 

It is not correct. A year ago, some Libyans from the oppositions that 
lived in UK formed a political party and came to me to propose me to 
run for elections. Nothing then happened because many of the 
members of this party did not agree to have a Jew… 

 

 Do you consider yourself a Libyan citizen? What nationality do you 
have? 

I said in all my interviews that I consider myself a Libyan citizen. But 
to visit Libya it requires a Visa…   

 

 How will you balance between being a Libyan citizen/Jew and your 
position towards the state of Israel? 

I always say: do not force me to choose between my Father and my 
Mother. I have deep sentiment for Libya, my Mother Country and I 
feel a similar sentiment towards Israel, the only Nation for Jewish 
people. I can go and live in Israel but I am waiting to come to Libya.  

 

• Libyans will not accept that allegiance to Israel and Libya together, 
in the case of acceptance of your presence inside Libya; does your 
loyalty to Israel will change? 



I think I gave enough answers before. I would like only to add that as 
more then 30 years there is Peace between Egypt and Israel, or 
Jordan and Israel, I hope that Peace will be between Israel and all 
Arab world. Israel has to solve the Palestinian problem allowing the 
creation of a State for Palestinians and sort out together the refugee 
problem. Bear in mind that the same years that nearly one million of 
Palestinians left Israel also one million of Jews has been thrown from 
Arab country. Let us solve both problems honourably.  

 

 Are there any contacts between you/Jewish community and the 
new Libyan state? 

There are contacts between some of the leaders of the Jews of Libya 
and some Members of the new Libyan government. But still not an 
official meeting.  

 

 Do you have any plans to establish charitable and social activities 
in Libya? 

My wish is to establish a good business to help Libya and to be as 
much as more in Libya, to pass there summer holidays, to visit. If 
someone will invite me seriously I can think on it. Last time I came 
with this purpose and……….I have been arrested… Allah ghaleb 

 

 Finally, what happens, when you were arrested in Benghazi? For 
what cause and how you were released? 

Still do not know. I just know that I was very upset that I have been 
arrested in my birth town. I was happy when at the end they called 
me a good Libyan and that I am not accused of nothing! 

I thank them for the good treatment I had.  

In conclusion we thank you and we hope that everyone who wants to can service the 
new Libya we sincerely have the opportunity to do so and let you know that this 
briefing will be published in the Burneeq newspaper issued in Benghazi. 

 

If you need more information just write me. You can use pictures from my site: 
www.rluzon.com 


